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ENGLAND'S HISTORIC HOMES

_____ historic houses, ranging over many centuries of growth,
JCillustrate vividly the cultural achievements in home-planning of
her formerly powerful aristocracy. Most complete and continuous
in its development is Knole, a great house that may almost be called
a village. The seat of the Sackville family, and mainly of the time of
James I, the series of Jacobean interiors is unrivalled. Corresponding
to it among palaces is Hampton Court, partly designed and built by
Cardinal Wolsey (1515-1530), added to by Henry VIII (1532-1536) and
considerably altered by Wren. The hammer-beam roof of its great hall
and twisted Tudor chimneys are probably the best in England. It has
the oldest tennis court in the world still in use.
BUILT FOR A FAMOUS GENERAL
The name of the great Duke of Marlborough is associated with
two outstanding examples of English decoration. Marlborough House,
in Pall Mall, a magnificent example of Wren's red brick, although
altered appreciably, his rooms covered with Louis Laguerre's wall-
paintings of the Duke's battles. The foundation stone was laid by the
imperious Duchess in 1709, and she never failed to reassure both friends
and enemies that the entire cost was borne by her husband. Sir John
Vanbrugh, the playwright-architect, designed for him the most monu-
mental mansion in England, Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire (1705),
850 ft. long, with an 180 ft. long great gallery.
More nearly corresponding to the extravagant interior creations of
the Continent was Fonthill Abbey (1796-1799), designed by Wyatt for
William Beckford, the antiquary, on die strange lines of the extreme
period of Gothic revivalism. It was made to appear a monastery merely
adapted to domestic use. More famous is Strawberry Hill, Twickenham
(1753-1778), erected for Horace Walpole, the letter-writer and essayist;
here medievalism ran riot in a miniature castle of fantastic design.
Probably the longest late medieval room in England, and the finest
panelled gallery, is in St. John's College, Cambridge (1511). It has an
untouched moulded plaster ceiling. The Long Gallery of Montacute
House (1580) is no less than 170 ft. long, and shows to what lengths
the Tudor nobles would go in rivalling one another in their structures.
It also has satisfying panelling and ceiling-mouldings. The gallery
of Haddon Hall, Derbyshire (1567-1584) is, however, considered finer.
NEW USES FOR PALACES
TANY and various are the changes wrought by time in the uses to
Lwhich famous buildings have been put. Communist representa-
tives sit on the imperial throne of St. Andrew in the Kremlin; the
throne room of the old Chinese Empire has been turned into a public
, tea-room where children are allowed to sit on the Dragon Throne,